Dear XXX Nursery
With the current climate crisis, the urgent need to decrease our environmental impact and raise environmental awareness, I am wondering what you were doing to address these issues within your setting?
Babies and toddlers can be a significant contributor to climate change, with major factors being their reliance on disposable nappies and other plastic waste and the large amount of food waste they produce.
With the need also to promote and educate children in being more sustainable for the future, it is vital that they are seeing sustainable practices being implemented by their nursery on a daily basis.
Some observations I have made just in the last few weeks include:
· 
· 
· 


Here are some suggestions I would like to make and would be hopeful you may look to achieving as soon as possible.
· Reduced food waste (consider a donation to a local homeless shelter / composting / re- using for later meals / seeing if parents want to take food home-asking them to donate take away tubs)
· Less single use plastic (e.g. no plastic shoe covers; simply ask parents to remove shoes)
· Water butts for collecting water from the building and teaching children about nurturing plants 
· No/ reduced heating of classrooms during warmer months.
· More efficient cooling of rooms during warmer months / effective use of thermostat
· Encouraging use of cloth nappies and  / less nappy changes e.g. only if needed and not at scheduled times
· Crafts with natural or recycled resources – asking for donations from parents of cereal boxes, scrap paper etc. 
· Ban on glitter
· Child clothes and shoe swap table to encourage reusing clothes
· Asking parents to put a re-useable bag in their nursery bags for soiled clothing i.e. a ‘wet bag’ is ideal
· More topics / discussions about the environment for the children
· Environmental books as part of reading time
· Less meat and dairy on the daily food menu
Here are a few links for more information:
https://www.worc.ac.uk/documents/unitots-go-green-guidance.pdf
https://famly.co/blog/management/easy-make-nursery-sustainable/
https://www.sas.org.uk/news/fight-to-crack-down-on-plastic-pollution-steps-into-the-classroom-with-new-lesson-plans/
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can also join the ‘Eco Education Essex’ facebook group for more support from other education settings you want to know more about eco swaps. 
I am sure that you already have some sustainable practices in place. However, if not then perhaps this letter can be an opportunity to consider making these positive changes and in doing so help do your bit for the planet and I would imagine in some ways lead to some financial savings for the nursery.
Kind Regards
XXXX

